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Views expressed in
RCGNTN are solely
those of the
contributors them-
selves and may not
necessarily be in line
with RCGNTN’s. So if
you're bummed out
because someone
said you suck, bear in
mind someone else
doesn’t. Have a nice
day!

HOTE FROM RLGEHTH

Firstly, thank you for getting hold of the first issue of RCGNTM
Magazina. It might seam like any other POF file to you, but wa
b oo @ long way Sincs we stared in August 20089, We
still remember approaching friends for advice on how we
should go about doing this and in a blink of an eye, we've
coma to this. We must say that we are very proud of our-
sehas] Along the way, we've discovered a thriving arts culture
in Singapane and made frends with he brave souls who dang
break oul from the mouldy office environment. We have alsd
learnt much, knowledge that sometimes is both encouraging
and discouraging, yat there's nothing elsa we rather do.

Fere’s o ihe firsl isgue of RCGNTM Magazing and we hope
o acknowledge your existence on Facebook and Twitter| And
of cowrsa, it's about time you visited www.regnin.com.

Lu Yawen
Co-aatier
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IMAGES: Yarous

MESHRADIO

If commercial pop vwas all that's left of music, Meshradsy will ba the warnors fighting 1o save our ears. Stared by a diverse group of
indrviduals mostly made up of music velesans with a wealth of knoaledge about music, they share a commeon passion and
Commilmen 1o njact Soul o Tl CLETERT MUEKE 30808 0 hopas of gouirg ywou, The Biemer, & whobs ney evel of lishening plassuns
Cowering 2 vast amount of genres =Jch as jazz, drum and bass, dubsiep, techno, punk and more through Fudge, Swing, Fixalion
ang olner shows, Meshrado broadeasis gualty 24/7. So si Back, put Meshradio on your Best sound sysiam and bl e musss Brng
Yol QN an escapade irom the nomm

TAMN WEE LIT ACTIONM FIGURE %8l Check them ot at www.meshradio.sg

Wha is Tan Wee Lir? He 2 a local sculplor wha i bom in 5G and based in Chicaga. YWhy is hadl replckaged

and limibed adbon Bolion igune? Thats Bedcausae iUe B sell-macking posiwnd BB Mo AE0s oW BRGNTIITDY,

it questions e o of craft behind the wook n conlemporary aficday Also makes @ slatemen] aboule=s

callpcling amwarks baded on (ke naid Snd repalation of the artel Nol o Sl iy & for daks

moment, but we had o ROGNIZERIM for the brilllant certe "
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BERANMDNEWFEELING

Talent knows no age, and it cannod come across any clearer than 21 year odd Rauzan Rahman, Starting
oul a5 a child actor 1o producing amazing beals though! o be impessible throwgh the most basic

S LigE N [aned i the shoraal lime), Rauzan hismbly sol up BrordMewvFeeind in 2004, Judgeng hree the
shellar Ine-up of p-and-coming artisies the label has signed on such as Fahidah and faki Razalo, fis

ray just be the star of somathing big
Check them out at www.brandnewfeeling.com

IMAGES:Various

STAGE 57
Stage 5T Production i5 a one-shop destination com to: music and the ars Formed by a
group of young ndividuals passionalte about supporting local music, arts and cullure, thaey
serde lo creale and deliver unique even] expenences armed al engaging the Masies across
dwverse communiies. Having met them personally, we can say thew passion o promobng
and pushing local to the forefrond is inspiring.

Check them out at wew fiftyseven.com
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P-77 IN PURPLE/YELLOW

Phu's custom [ove have sean much welcoma
with his ‘phulunshic’ approach, craaling works
of arl based on heavy infuences such as,
vup, the future. His. wery own creation, the
P77 saw a red colouraay i the prevous
release, and thess loyvs produced by

My TummyToys sure do nod cisappoint. Gat
yours ab wwnws phuek blogspol.com.

T

DOINKY DOODLES
Handmade goodies nave nevar lpoked
better. Hamed Sexy Slugs, these definilely
Bear no ressmbancs o a slug at all b
they are a goed replacement for praving
that you're an enviranmentalisf withouwl
hawing 1o deal with real &lugs. Basidea, |
hawe no dea how you live without a Sexy
Slug. Find these real slug imitations at
Dainky Docdles, located at 33 ball lana.

STONE FOR GOLD
Though we've mada an improsement in the
aconamy, saving the bucks are still & pricnty
amongst many lecals and taking the path of fill-
ing the vaid batwean abandoning' discardng
your shoes and your sad walle! are Stone for
Gald's lealher strap. It prafly much iransfonms
your Visvims and RedWings inlo a blosdy ool
shoe. Get yours and ai the same fime check out
his ather crafis over at stonaforgold.com.

RIPPER Il BY LAZY
The sneaker maesing has dons il again, kesping
trug fo bulding up local street culiure by crealing
some of the beet pisces you will aver lay your syes
on, Gonstsing af a hall seheedge denim body, an
alive green matérnal, croc Swoosh and confrasting
red stiches, thess kicks are fresh o death- and
eatremely imiled, Set yours owver af
wwwLakalary.eom, and al the game lime check
out some of his other popular pleces such as the
Jailbreakers. &l sneakers come with ongnal box
and Lazy shosbag.

EESHAUN X TRANSIT

SKATEBOARDS

Local and respacied artist
Eeshaun {seshsun.com) came
E'I}QEU'I'EI' wilh Transil Skabeboands
fo colaborate on this spacial
praject. Sick drawings and
characiers frem Eeshaun as
always, net 1o ménbon pleasing b
the aye [and Teal) Gal Yo at
Boards n Stull and Sup
Clothing (34 Haji Lane].

SUP BACKPACK
Tha waather has been a bilch recently, gaing haot and cold and
raining and whateyer i can be, espedially @ you'ne 1aking your
Ebiop oul Bor & spin only 8ar i to rein and scak &l ®e documanis
you have in your backpack, Fret not, Sup is here 1o save the
trowinhe with their simple yel funcional backpadk which i waler-
proal. Besd par is, it fits ke a glove, Gel yours only at Sup
Clothing. 34 Haji Lane.

FABRIX HARD SHELLS
The increasing nurnber of iFhones have bean orary ever
&ince The indial laurch just last yeas, ard Lailanng io them
are Fabrix® Hard Shels. Coming inan assoriment of colours
and bexiunes, you can Be sure ba find sameling you ke and
knciw that your phone B pratty much protecied from
soraiches, S0 you can conbinue wsing the pristine mirmar
Daing 10 chack # wou have anyThing shuck in wour eath,
Get yours at www.fabrix.com,

SHERYO'S ASSORTED STICKER
PACK

Thie petite artist nol only does llusiations,
bBranding, siuffed foye and whatnol, bul she's ales
spreading the love with soms pretty dope
stckens, Taking charachers she concepiualred in
her pagt work, (e shckers oome ina pack of 9 80
you koo can share the love with the surcundings
Availabia 31 v IS IRGmA R BE 20m.
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MARK ONG / SBTG

ROYALEFAM

Cne of the most renowned sneaker customizers in
the business, SBTG as known as Mark Ong, is
surprisingly down-to-garth and it is evident that he
has grown wiser from his years of experience,
Although designing and hand-sewing shoes is the
biggest passion of his ife, SBTG did not eam his
title by chance. He tells us of his self-discipling
leamt from starling his own flourishing business
and his route to self-discoveny- all stemming from
the time he picked up the skateboard

Give us a brief history of Royalefam and how
the label started out.

It started out based on after | started my sneakers
professionally in 2003, A lot of the designs were
expressed on sneakers and there were a lot more
ideas that were going on that | couldn’t put on
sneakers o | started a clothing line to express my
ideas using other mediums,

What kind of difficulties do you face?

My last collection, Dead General, | had this story in
my head about war and militarism and the dark
side of war; the other world that we never get to
witness or read about in history books. So | had
this vague interpretation of how war would look

like, taking out the aesthetics and creating a collec-

tion. | didn't want to be constrained by sneakers
alone; sneakers are sneakers, | wouldn't go all the
way out designing a sneaker because | would still
wanl it to be wearer unlike art that you put on the
wiall. | like things | can wear, | don't like things that
people collect and display. Everything | make has

tar by wearabile.

D to the restrictions of ﬂesigning shoas, there has
to be another medium that | can use 5o | slarfed a
clothing line, skateboards and baarbricks.

What are the values that Royalafam bases itself
on?

We bate ourselves on a lot of integrty and to creata
somedhing that sands a meassage bul wihal | faund oul
was that some paopla might think that my degigns ang
edcannc and too over-ihe-top espacially now when
people go for mors simple and basic. It is pursly
based on the fact that the design has to be honest, it
cannal be based on what people ike; it has o coma
100% fram tha designar. s just a full salf expression;
| can't make this because it sells well or | want fo
make a buck oul of the parson bacauss thaen my rala-
tisnship betwean customer and | will Bacoma a grey
araa, And il | have an exhibiion, | can't talk o him; I'd
bex shifty-eyed because | would feel as if | lied o him.

How do those values influence the labal’s direc-
tion?

Going by those values, it's very natural ke putting a
skaleboard on the streat. |wouldn't say thera's not
rrch consideration, you o have considerations like

costs but it's happiness and satisfaction, And it shows,

| hawve a very nicha group of paople who like my stuff,
and thay're ahvays thane.

~TM\&=.




Do you find yourself compromising?

Yaah thera are times, There was a peniod of time,
after | designed the Nike 58, | started gatting a lat
of traffic an my site and requests and | went down-
hilll, | chich it for money, Thatl wasn a very gocd
pirat i oy life ared | felt like fhere was a lot of dis-
hanasty in my designs, 50 | cleaned up and

stapped.

How would you describe the entire style of the
label?

It's pust a mirmor and jourmay of iy ife o how | was
axposed to detail. Somatimas there's anger bt |
express it through punk rock, how | was exposed
to music and visuals that | was exposed o as a
kid.

How was that journey, put in words?

Growing up, | was very rabellious. Baing the first
child in my farmily, my dad was really strict. 1 found
skateboarding when | was 8 vears old and during
then it was viewead as a kind of rebellion whareas
ricrr it's vignwed as a kind of exirame sport. My dad
sawead my skaleboards a few times and that gave
me anger and anengy to create the stuff | am doing
today. | remember back then thare was this trend
whsng you wear baggy shorls in the early 805,
called the Big Pants Small Whesls. | used to wear
that 1o church, | would wake up o maoming, want-
ing to wear them and would find them cut. Sal
quess that gave me the energy to create what |
wanted to wear, which is why | created a elathing
line, to kind of fight back.

For sneakers, ['d skata and wihen they got worm
out | would patch them up in a nice way. Of courss
| eouldn't be a professional and usad whatawer ma-
terials | could find. When | could afford it, | bought
all the sneakers (hal | could Bul then everyong else
had them oo 5o | made my own.

What challenges did you face while building up
the brand?

A faw would be working wilh psogle and as a
tearm, The one biggest obstache, | guess would be
decision making. When we started designing
clathes, it"s nothing like dasigning shoas whera
you can design a month bafore as with clathes,
you have to consider the manutasturning process;
yau'va to book the faclony to predeca the run. So
six moanths before, youw'ra 5o into this particular
laok and design your callection amaund i, but six
manths later you've progressed and no longer ang
inta that look. | had 1o make up my mind, Onea, |
had chodhes come in beo manths before thair ra-
lease and | wanied to change them! S0 dedcision
makirg is really dificult. Another challenge would
be budgeting. My pariner and | are both creative,
bui he would rather be more of an irmeestor and
wanis mea to do what | want. When we first started
oul, we didnt budget so eventually we didn't make
any monay and aven had 1o do mone work.

The solution is to seak balance, make dedisions
and sticking ta them without having regrats. | learmit
that through creating 2 10 3 saasons of Rovalefam
and things gradually got bather,

What's your view on the local street culture?
I'm not in the street cultura now, but | miss he old
days where straat culture was all about hurding for
rara pieces of garmeants. | guass skrest culture for
re started when thare was no intermet and we
wiauld go arcund Iooking for sneakers in the ald
shiops, Street culturg now has many choicas and
come-and-go brands, iUs competitee, IS easy 1o
pul yourself out there, not much quality contral,

For a continuvation of Mark's interview, head
to www. rcgrnin.com. You can also check out
what the good people of Royalefam have fo
offer over af www.royalefam.com
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MAX.TAN

Max Tan's clothes first caught our

attention at the Blackmarket Fash-

ion Show al Zouk last year, His
clothes stood out solely for them-
selves as pieces of sculptings
(metaphorically, if not literally),
Later on, he launched Prassed,
his SpringfSummer colleciion that
boasted even more of his clothes
sculpling ability, Ve were (hor-
aughly impressed and amazed al
how clothes that seemsed (o hold
their own shape, So when | finally
got to meel with the brains behind
it all, | hawve (o admit, | was a little
MErvoLsS,

Handshake and formalities aside,
Max came across as shy and
sofi-spoken, He also browght
along his partner in crime, Dawn
who was equally friendly. When
asked about the origin and reason
behind his clothing line, Max as-
a-matier-of-facily explains that he
had decided o first put his clothes
on consignment at eggthree and
Blackmarkel due 1o the surprising
number of people wanting his cre-
ations (we, however, ane not sur-
prised), Curmently holding a job as
a part-time leciurer in NAFA,
boring 9 to 5 jobs are things of the
past and it allows him 1o fully
focus on the first Max Tan store at

Farco which is stated to open end
of March

knowin for his minimalistic and
daring designs. Max's clothes es-
sentially take up a life of their
owrn. The first thing that strikes
you when you look at his clothes
are the how basic the shapes are
on them; the wearer literally
wWears shapes. Such minimaksm
I% not new in the ara we are in;
when we onoe were craving for
detalled-laden pleces. we are
slowly allering our cholces to-
wards the simple. And while some
designers are resisting such
change. this change |s perfect
timing for Max to bring his clothes
into the worid.

Having been in the tashion indus-
try for just 3 years, the exposure
and positive feedback Mayx has
gamered is exceplional. He cred-
its his supernatural ability for de-
signing to his seamsiress mother
whose scatiered fabrics ended up
as his play lys. As the conversa-
tion progressed. | realized that
Max draws inspiration not anly
fram his chikdhood bt from his
beliefs and situations he encoun-
ters on a daily basis. For example
his recant collection, Pressed,

came ahout 85 he found himself
bored of his wardrobe

Admirably proud of his sexual ori-
entation, the one thing Max stays
away from is sexual slerectypes
He fervently tells me that he ab-
solutely rejects gay men and
women in fight clothing, which is
why his creations are mosily
loose fitting and 1ake on the form
of their own, Clothing, to him, is a
form of self-expression regardless
of sexuality hence the unisex
nature of his clothing construc-
tion. Together with Dawn, Max is
an avid believer of anti-mass
marketing and does nod hide his
dsappoiniment when it comes to
Singaporeans dressing alike - °|
don't think we shoulkd remain vic-
tims of such huge marketing cam-
paigns anymare”

Max's simple, fuss-free designs
seem reminiscent of the
Japanese’s inclination for the
mimimal, yel again his forms and
construdlion reminds you of
something else, He is aware of
the ambiguity of the origins of his
designs and while fealing flat-
tered, he is evidently pleased with
the indistinctiveness of his cre-
ations,

EiT 'F‘F—lﬂ



When local designerns are men-
tizned, Max is visibly excited and
slightly distraught al the lack of
suppon given at the same time
and 1ells me designers here ane
generally misundersiond and un-
derestimated. He becomes decid
gdly more animated as he ex-
plains his belief that buying a
piece of clothing is akin to buying
a piece of the designer given the
amount of hard work that goes
into @ach creation. Once again
bringing up the topic of Singapor
gans being victims to mass-
marketing, he emphasizes that
Singaporeans should be more
‘characier-driven” in their clothing
choices rather than “value-for-
money”. Indeed, a change would
e in order butl we both agree that
it would take more than time.

He compares the present mindset
the general public in Singapore
has aboul the fashion industry 1o
how it was in the 908 when exciu-
sivity was morne valued than the
price of clothing themselves. Just
like a regular anist, building up
his brand's image comes first for
Max. My gut fealing 1ells me it
surely will not be an issue with
the support and help of Dawn's
savvy DUSINESS siralegies.

Horror stories of business part-
ners falling out are nol uncom-
maon no matter the kind of indus-
try but from the way Dawn and
Max finish @ach olher's sentenc-

gs, thare s defnitely no need 1o
be worried, | find out that they are
neighbours and hawve known each
ather way before even Max had
hiss clathing line. Bath come fram
different fields and work together
nicaly just like two perfect pleces
of the puzzle, which what | call a
parfect busingss partnership and
in fact, their bond most probatly
fgoes further than making tha
clothing line a succass,

| ask him 10 describe the fashion
inclustry and without hesiation he
replies, “it"s all gread and glam-
our” buf then adds that it takes a2
lod of persevarance and capital 1o
became a world-class designer,
Cbstacles aside, the canviction
and determination he has will
definitely be sufficient for him 1o
break out of the Singapore
market and he has alraady gotten
recognitan overseas; he will ba
featured as one of the 20 up-
and-coming dasignears to lbok out
far in architectural magazine,
Space and Dutch magazing,
Glamcul

With his passion for clothing and
nan-confarmism, Max Tan is defi-
niely one of the desgnarns you
should keap an eye ouf for,
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Apparel: DEPRESSION
Hair & Makeup: Ivan Hoo [In-squara)
Pholography: Soon Tong (Calibra)
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It has been nearly & years that Antz (aka
Antheny) has been active in the Singaporean
street scene, and like other graffiti artists, he
indulges in both vandalism and commissioned
art pieces; he recently participated in the Is
This Home, Truly? exhibition. With a brain that
works in a different way from the norm, Antz is
the ‘ah beng' that surprises you at every turn,

Presently working with Zirca as a graphic designer,
Antz's recounts his first taste of art was all thanks
to his grandmother who opened the door to draw-
ing and since then, he hasn't turned back. Working
a5 a graphic designer fulfiled his desires to draw
but he soon realized that he needed something
more challenging and hence decided to return to
mere fraditional mediums = a spray can and any
surface,

If you haven't met Antz before, what you'll need to
know is thal he is kke a monkey on speed; his
mind makes the most abstract connections and he
works al lightning speed. In shor, he is perfect for
his job as a graphic designer. And this is what

makes Antz's graffiti pieces stand out from the rest;

his histery as a graphic designer comes through in
his planning and painting. He also credits his
graphic background for his bad habit of compro-
mising when it comes to doing collaborative works
with other artists. However, he retains optimism
and lakes each challenge as it comes.

A non-believer of selling out oneself, Antz's trade-
mark Sun Wu Kong can be seen almost everywhere
(we once spotted his monkey at an eatery at Far East
Plaza, slurping on noodles).

Graffiti originated as vandaksm and although in other
parts of the world i has been made legal, it still is
considered vandalism here in Singapore. Howewver,
Antz is one of the increasing numbers of graffili artists
who go against the graln, eameng money from paint-
ing and simply sticking to his beliefs. The blatant wony
is a consequence of the government's indecisiveness
in supporting the arls fully and approval is only given
if “you're a big name or branded”.

It is slightly discouraging when you're trying to break
out of the mold without the help of your own, but we
know Antz to be persistent and determined which |
guess could be seen as stubbornness. His attitude Is
apparent as he tells us that creating art with a mes-
sage ks more personal than audience-related = “it
doesn't matter if the public agrees with you or not”
Additionally, he uses the public medium of walls as
advertizing space and makes full use of the opportu-
nity to reach the masses.




Antz is suppartive of Singaporean artists as well; ha has the kind of excitement that cannot be faked, Whean
asked who he inspires him, he replies with Phunk Studio, Zero (Zul Othman) and Jahan who are all Singapor-
eans, It's a refreshing change to know hat Singaporean artists inspire each other rather than a local artists
drawing inspirafion from foreign ones, His pride as a Singaporean Chinese pours inte his work as the form of his
characters and chaica to usa traditional Chinese characters.

Sun Wu Kong, his trademark character, is almaost 3 vears old and has grown ogether with its artist, Antz™s con-
tinual use of Chinese influenced illustration reminds him of his roots and reinforces his pride in being what ha is,
His mankey, which he [ikans to himself, onginates from the Chinese myth of a monkey deity who has 72 differ-
ent appearances, Basad on thae myth and aided by his experienca in the field of graphic design, Antz constanty
alters the appearancea of his character depanding on tha situation

One of the perks of being an artist is that you get to go where your art takes you, and for Antz, his art has taken
him to placas as far as Denmark where he recalls his expanences before painting. Howewvear, going abroad is ol
just all fun for Antz as he tells us his intentions are to educate foreigners about the Chinese culture, Similarly, he
plans to break the stereotypical mindset that anly black p2ople are active in the hiphop scene, Antz is convinced
that hiphop is just ansther form of artistic expression and should not be exclusive - 5it's an adaptation and there
is no copyright o it”,

| traved all the way o Europa and the States to educate them about the Chinese culture and sto-
ries behind the characters; it's a joy for me. [t's nice 1o see how they react (o the Chinesea culfure,
“oure 27 and yvou're sl living with your mum?® Why not? I'm Asian, Fudk you, I'm & Chingse!”

Even with the sometimes suffocating and restricted society, Antz has hope for big things and sees
The Kiler Gerbil a5 our equivalent of KAWS and Speak Cryplic our equivalent to Banksy, He leis us
in on his fubure plams; working ogeather with 2ero to create toys and sculplures but sounds a lithe
resigned when he adds that he would first have to work for necessany capital. We're not new o the
double life syndrome Singaporean artists all l2ad, though we see it as the essential obstacle to
cross for anyone (o truly say they are passionate at what they dao,

“We're like Batman; suparheroes.”

Antz is one of the most down-to-earth and real people you'd ever meet, it doesn't hurt that he atso
has passion and talent in what ha does = our definition of a true arist,

Check out more of his work af www.anfzwashere.com, and his adventures with ZERO in the
IRSCLS guestbiog on www.rcgnin.comirscls
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SHERYO

If you are mot familiar with Sheryo, iF's highly likely
that you should be familiar with her art, having
been commissioned by brands such as Adidas,
Don't Pamic, Intel and the like. Bringing you 1o a
happy. psychedelic wonderland inhabited by
whimsical pop characiers, the messages that she
brings across im her art more often than not poriray
subtle messages that contrast the colourful images
that she creates.

Ingenuity, skills, quirk and a massive brain filled
with imaginations aside, what comes across mast
strongly about the girl with the tiny frame is
indefinitely her passion for art and her big heart.

introduce yoursell

| was born and raised in singapore. | grew up
watching 803 cartoons and drnking milo. My an is
quirky psychedelia popl

Did you start out doodling and end up with
what you have today?

It started out with doodling, | guess that's how ev-
eryone slans? But no it wasn't just mindkess doo-
dling that got me here ioday. It was a ol of heart,
time, effort and constantly challenging myself.

| believe in spontaneity and having fun in what-
ever you do, and drawing gave me that. But ming-
less deodings and paintings got boring after a
while, | felt something lacked, so i relcoked at ev-
erything | had, got my act together, worked exira
hard and opportunities started presenting thems-
selves to me.

How was it like starting out? Would you consider
vourself lucky?

Itwasnt tough considering | was doing what i loved
(it could be worse), | just did what | did and things
stared picking up for me. Work hard, work smar.
Luck's secondary but a little bit of it's always helpful
along the way.

Tell me about the birth of your characters

Putrid smelling folk tend to provide thal extra bit of in-
spiration. Othersise, it's the mundane drone of ife
that makes me sit up and want 1o draw scmething out
of this world. | HATE boring.

Where do you derive inspiration from?

Anything and everything. People, SITUATIONS, mis-
takes, LIFE and its unfaimess, food! The world's a
petr dish of inspiration!

The colours, sometimes rippy and whimsical
characters show tons of happiness and life. Are
there hidden meanings behind them? A hint of the
opposite?

Indeed these characters are aclually predecessors of
the dark arls and i have caplured them vividly with my
mad hypnolic skillz.

Mo senoushy,

| lowe life, (most of the time) but sometimes | get frus-
trated with things, people and siuations. When that

happens, i like 1o document and ilustrate them in my
drawings. I'd like 1o think my arl is relatively relatable




and perhaps cruel or even encouraging at times,
All the ircnies, idiosyncrasies, stupidity | vices in a
whimsical, happy, colourful world, Mot 50 happy
after all if you lock closely. Maybe it was the 20s
cartoons and its subliminal messages | grew up
with,

How would you describe your characters?
Weird leoking bunch of felks, Generally nice unless
provoked,

What do you thrive on as an artist?

The 3 Cs. Compelition: Healthy competition helps
me improve. Challenges: School of hard knocks.,
There's no betterffaster way to pick up new
things/knowledge/skills, Consiructive Criticism ;
Because everyene {including me) needs help and
healthy crilicism to keep in check,

One of your strongest points in your work is
probably your excellent colour composition,
How does one develop an eye for that?

| like to believe all colours CAN go iogether, Keep
to a maximum of 3 colowr choices and pay with the
shades and lints instead, | like to pick oul the co-
lours before i start on an illustration,

What are the internal struggles of a graphic
artist in Singapore?

Things are getting better, people are becoming
more receptive and maore aware of their surround-
ings but i do wish they could be more appreciative
towards arl. Art takes talent, skill, ime, HEART,
soul and many people fail to see that here,

Art is subjective, so would you say this also
plays a part in hindering the progress of Singa-
pore"s art culture? Or are there other reasons
for it being so underground still.

Iy first visit o a museum was 18, Guess this iells
us about the art education in Singapora. Tha kids
here grow up realising their talentsfinterasts will
have to take the backseat for other "more impar-
tant” priorities. Some people ara staring o give a
ghit about the art here, its slow but at least things
ook like its going to get better, Support local!
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You've travelled a fair bit, what"s the difference
in the art culture in other countries as com-
pared to Singapore?

The ar culbure here is varied, we've got all sors of
influences fram the east 10 the weasi but nothing dis-
tinctly singaporean due to our “rojak” backgrownds,
It's not a bad thing though, mish-mash can bea
frash! This world is shrinking as we speak.

Any future plans?
Exhibilions! Books, toys, shoas, movies, go evary-
whare do averything.

Dream work?
Ewerything's my draam work as long as i know 'l
have fun warking an it, and still get paid,

For more of Sheryo's work, check out her site
owvear at www.illustromaniac.com, and at the
same timeé pick up & couple of her artworks
over at her webstore!
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laff- "RAISED AS A
PA&CH OF
WOLVES™ by Gen-
evieve Chea:
waaw . ganchiua.com

bottormn- “BAYBEATS
00" by Bum Ariffin:
wanw bumarntfin com

il

“DADDY™ by Halgal Anwar: www. gilaphotos blogspol.com




“PEEUDO BRAMDING SERIES" by ZERO: www zerostarighier. blogspot com

“APPLYISUPPLY" by SPEAK CRYPTIC: www speakoryptic.com



“YOU'RE STANDING ON OUR STREETS" BY Heider lsmail: waow Iinsm blogspot com

“FATE TELL NO LIES" by Clogtwo: www clogtwo.com

“CIVIL WAR" by Raytoh: www.raytoh com



m
£
E
8
3
:
1
-,
=
&
R
5
i
@

“SHATE" by Juffrie Friday: ihardhdknowher com/juffrie



“FADE™ by Ivan Tan: thardlyknowhear com'ralnfonest

“PANDA REVOLUTION V" by XIADBAQSG: www.miS0 blogspol. com



A VACANT
AFFAIR

Hardeore band A Vacant Affair
has gained muoch @ i e
underground har 3 Soare both
Iocally and rageonally with their
enengy-hlled sels that blead

1 hrough and out Lead

pholograghic ac
gig at *5CAPE.

IMAGES: Mali's souwrcas




KELVIN TAN

Kelvin Tan, the most prolific musician dubbed
Singapore’s very own Bob Dylan may be the deep-
est and passionate individual one can meet,
Coming from years of experience and one of
Singaporec’s legendary bands, the Oddfellows,
Kelvin has established himself as a multi-talented
musiclan, songwriter and writer, having novels such
as ‘All Broken Up And Dancing’ under his belt. He
has even pulled off releasing 15 albums In a row,
and most recently 12! We catch up with the man
and find out what goes in his head.

How did you first start out?

| started out leaming the guitar on my own, then
going to schools to play. When | was In NUS doing
philosophy, | played covers and only started writing
very late im my life. | staried oul with the Hope Sing-
er-songwriter school, Bob Dylan, James Taykor and
as the years wenl by | got interesied in ather kinds
of music such as avant-garde jazz, free jazz, rock
ard rall. Even right now, 1'm a big fan of Radiohead,
| think they're Incredible and even the new bands
coming out because they're very free with experi-
menting and creating struciures. It slowly changed
the way | look at music and life.

| like whal Mile Davis says, “1 have (o change, it's
like & curse.” In a way it does. feel like a curse, you
ahways feel a need 1o reinvent yoursell and can't
stay In one place for too long because | find that
people who stay Inone place for too long become
stagnant. That's where my musical jpumey staned.

| would also like to say that | starfed out a5 a music
fan, | still am. VWhen you're a fan, you get excited

TEXT, Samaniha
IMAGES: all-broken-up-and-dancing blogapel. com

about the music around you. Even when I'm sit-
ting here with you, | hear all these sounds and it's
very interesting 1o me. I'm open o eas and other
things as well that's why | have an interast in cloth-
ing, design and games because all these shape
how you look. Even at my age, | feel this need to
keep changing. | feel like I'm an outsider looking
in; you don't want to be part of the whole crowd
because you end up in the trap (of not being objec-
tive).

How is your thought process like?

| have a very strong literary background, because |
did literature In university, at the same time | have
a great love for jazz music. So | grew up listening
to a kot of jazz musidans like Marv David, John
Foultreen, Onet Coman. Alough I'm not & jazz
musician, the elemenis of iImprovisation In jazz
goes into the way | play my muskc and that is what
is In my head. Also | like the idea of spontansous
freedom because then you can be who you want
to be, wou can sing about who you want 10 sing
about, etc. I've developed a system where | get
musicians o play what they are feeling and from
there, add sounds 1o create something different.
Basically | like the whole danger of not knowing
what to expect and going to a studio and achieving
it. 5o I'm not a jazz musician but | like the element
of surprise and Improvisation in music.

The other thing is that I'm also doing this for
myself;, | don't s2ll many albums every year, I'm
naot inerested in sales but there i a small following
who like my stuff. However, I'm inlerested in docu-

£ AM BRINSEEY BiioUAC



=menting it (how | make music)
and in doing something that ex-
cites me and creating from it. Per-
haps in the fulure | might be play-
ing around with the drum ma-
chine, padgels, classical musi-
cians 1o do something new and
then it challenges me to do some-
thing differant every year.

Do you see the common drive
in people nowadays?

| can se& where this is going, and
My answer 1o it is that one doesn't
seem 10 understand how this
country works. | have spent a ot
of time thinking about Singapore
and how this country works and
this is what 've come up with;
we're in the end an economical
viable country and right now they
are making an effort 1o suppon
the ars and sports because they
need more people to find Singa-
pore attractive to come here_ The
govermment has funds allocated
every year for the an and spons,
they hire people 1o give the funds
then they say ‘we've done our
part, mext’. 1 think it's very differ-
enl in America and Europe where
it's known as ‘culture’ and has
been there for thousands of years
like Ihé Renaissance; people
need ar_ In Singapore it's differ-
ent: you look at our history, go 1o
the heartiands and tell the uncles
salling vegetables about Radio-
head, there is no way they know
what you're 1alking aboul. We just

call it: the whole idea of creating a
deep culture iS a long way off for
s,

Sowhat do people who do art,
Eke us, do? You either be like 3
rock star, go over fo Amernca,
Australia and Europe, live thers,
do add jobs, play in clubs then go
an to a higger stage, A lof of
ihesa hands, such as Kings of
Laan, are doing, If you'na in Sin-
gapore, you've 1o undearstand that
yau can only take what you do 50
far. A band, for example Electrico,
fhey we done a lot far a local band
but anly for a local band and

ihey e still struggling, They cant
sing far a lwing, they have to hald
ather jobs. Sa | kak at all this and
| think, “I'm sincere and passion-
ate about music, | just want to
make music, Even if | don't
hacome a big star it doasn't
matter, I'm not vain, and 1 just
weant 1o do music.” I'm lucky, |
don't have all these vanity issues
hakding meé down, | just ged
mianey from having a job, go into
ihe studio, make Soma music,
and release them on my own, pul
iherm in small shops hare and
ihere, peaple buy or nat, | gat it
documented and that's i

A ot of hands now, | call them,
are Singapore ldal types, | have
no crificism for them and | hope
ihey make i bég and we're looking
for differant things afier all. The

They have 1o realize that thay
either do for passon, like me, or
to make f to the next level, thera's
a possibility you have 1o leave.
And thene's absalulely no guaran-
tee thal youll make it but at least
you'ra going to the source, where
it happens. The markel in Singa-
pore is very small, you've to go
overseas whera i's a big marked
but thera will be millions of bands
trying to make i,

I've seen all this and I'm con-
temted with what | do as a musi-
cian, but the bands out there ara
not realizing this. | think when
they do they becomse rather cyni-
cal abowt it when this has always
been how it's beaen for 40 years.
But that's nod the mindset we
wanf as well,

What can be done’?

I dont know how fo answer (his
excepd that it's really & lof harder
than what people think. It also de-
pends on what your intentions for
making music are. If you my
option, it's easier because you do
what you want but | don't enwy
bands that do | for the glory be-
cause it's nod just about playing in
clubs, it's about maintaining an
image and your musical skill. For
example Lady Gaga, who is nol
anly a fashion icon but is &
dancer, singer and songwriter. In
terms of Singapore, we're way
behind.

for a contmualion of Kehin Tan's mderview, head lo wwawregnin.cam
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SYAHEED

BEDSTY MUSIC

As Singapore struggles to identify her culture,
very few of us realize that there is a hiphop-
influgnced culture right under our noses. Per-
haps we are confused as to whether or not we
should embrace this ‘rojak’ as our culture and
as a result, overlook the growth of new subcul-
tures within the country. Although some might
feel as if hiphop belongs to where it originated
from, there’s nothing wrong in creating music
that inspires you regardiess of the common per-
ception that people who create hiphop music
come from foreign countries.

To enlighten us on the tragically undermined hiphop
soene i Singapone, we lalk to Syaheéed who once
wias a rapper himself and is now heldping others
along with music preduction and events manage-
rment at Bedsty music. He i one of the few who has
witnessed the peaking of hiphop in Singapore cul-
ture 1o its current ke profile.

Syaheed first slarded Esiening 1o Bone Thugs M
Harmony (BTHH) when ihe [atler had already
broken into the manstreéam music industry and had
dlrgady gamned recagribion From winning vanous
awards. From there, he fownd ouwl aboul Tupac and
Beggie through BTHHS collabarations and discowv-
ered he was more inberested in old school hiphop.
Just like musicheads in those days, Syaheed did
nat have the help of the imemet and had to put
rigre effart in fmding music than clicking a search
bustian.

Linlike how il was in the early days, hiphop has
grown and is now accepled by the general pulic.
Syaheed behiewes hal even hough the hiphop m-
dustry rakes in the big bucks, il still can be im-
proved in lenms of music making aisiry, He men-
lions the rivalry between commercial and umnder-
ground hiphiop afisls which B apparent even in Sin
Japore, bul is hopelul for someone who 5 able Lo

“Music production is one
of the most underrated
businesses in Singapore.”

strike & balance, naming Jay-£ as an example

Aside from clubs, local radio has been increasing
their ainplay of both local and foreign hiphop music,
However, Syaheed tells us that this increased expo-
sure and accessibility has resulted in the public’s
choice of mainstream hiphop. It is true, commercial
music is readily accessible through the radio and a
preference for underground or ‘hardcore' hiphop
would mean digging through Myspace

In Singapore, hiphop arist, Richard Jansen is gain-
ing raped success commearcially while the hiphop
group, K3 Collective, continues o “balance out’ the
scene with their ‘hardcore’ hiphop music. When
asked io share his opinions on the disparities of




“A true hiphop head
would admit that you
have to appreciate all
kinds of music to really
appreciate hiphop.”

of both groups of hiphop ardists, Syaheed 1ells us
there's nothing wrong in going commercial, To him,
it's a personal decision and the ability to preserve
your antistic integrity while catering to the general
public is no one else's business bul the arist's,

However, there seems to be an age-cap on the type
of people who listen and are active in the hiphop
scene in Singapore and Syaheed reasons that it all
boils down 1o a personal preference of music. But he
assures us that he is still very much into hiphop. In
fact, his events company, Bedsty Music organizes
Conuls which happens every Thursday at © Bar., As
much as he is a supporter and lover of hiphop music,
Syaheed is open to other kinds of music; he views if
as a way to ‘grow musically”

Eeing experienced at planning evenis, Syaheed has a
different mentality from the common artist; he consid-
ers the not only the quality of music but the monetary
profits as well = “you need lo provide enterainment
that contributes back 1o the scene”. He ensures that
the hiphop artists he hires get paid market rate, if not
higher, for their performances, While practical,
Syaheed's views definitely are not the common men-
tality and he has gotten quite some flak for it. In spite
of this, he remains unbothered and stands by his prin-
ciple that good music deserves substantial monetary
relums.

Besides holding Donuts at O Bar, Bedsty Music also
organizes Good Times and both events have received

tremendous support from the public. With the initial
aim of putting & face 1o old school hiphop in Singa-
pore, both events have become a regular hang out
for veterans and new faces in the hiphop scene
Syaheed is uncertain how both events hawe
become so popular with the masses, but promises
that the good quality of hiphop will remain a con-
stant every weeak,

One of Syaheed's ambition is 1o provide talents
with the opportunity to start their own careers and
he is cumently mentoring Rauzan Rahman, who he
claims is "doing many good things™, Given his expe-
rience in the music scene, it's only in due course
that Syaheed passes down his knowledge 10
younger aisis so as to continue keeping the Sin-
gapore hiphop culture alive, He has big plans for
Bedsty Music as well, produce music for regional
arlisis and perhaps one day organize a music festi-
val of sors.

We're humbled and impressed by Syaheed's untir-
ing efforts in imgroving the hiphop culiure in Singa-
pore, In the natural course of things, he has ma-
tured from an artist 10 managing and helping them
We will be expecting great things from him,

Check out whal they do af www bedsiy. com
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LIM SHING EE: “DRAWING CIRCUS” AT SCULPTURE SQUARE
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TONS MORE LOCAL
STUFF OVER AT
RCGNTN.COM. THANK
YOU FOR READING!
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