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2 Flutes (2nd db. Picc.)

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in Bb.

1 Bass Clarinet in Bb

2 Bassoons (2nd dbl. Double Bassoon)

i

2 Horns in F

| Trumpet in C
I Trombone

| Tuba

Percussion (2 players): -
L. Glockenspiel, Vibraphone (motor off throughout), Tamtam (shared with player 2). .
2.3 Temple Bells, Crotales, Mark Tree, 2 Cymbals (susp.), Tamtam (large), 2 Bongos. Bass Drum. -

Solo Piano

8 Violin I

8 Violin IT

6 Violas

4 Violineelli

4 Double Basses

The score is written in transposition




Magnus Lindberg
PIANO CONCERTO
1989-90

for piano and orchestra

Preface/Programme note

The PIANO CONCERTO is Lindberg's first work that can be clearly labelled as an
Instrumental concerto and at the time of writing was his most extensive work - there
are even more notes than in KRAFT, though in places the texture is very thin. The
abundance of notes on the page is the result of the fact that this concerto is fast music.
The characteristic features are lightness, brightness and a scherzo-like feel. Lindberg
says that he has written the first slow movement of his composing career, but he is

doubtful as to whether anyone will notice. since even there the piano is blazing away
in top gear.

The concerto is played without a break. but one can discern the shape of the three
movements of the traditional concerto. The first movement is dynamic in character
with a strong sense of development and it contains. rather in the manner of JOY, a
senes of consecutive processes opening out in different directions.

The second movement is slow in terms of its overall motion, although the piano does
shine and glitter in bursts of sound over a static surface. In terms of structure the
movement approaches the concerto grosso, where sections dominated by the piano

and various small instrumental combinations alternate with chorale type tutti sections
from the orchestra.

In the third movement, the longest of the three, the composer is off on another track
altogether. Four solo violins saw away furiously at Zigeuner-flavoured figures over
blocks of chords. The movement is a single long process. It leads to a climax filling
the entire harmonic register which, so to speak, freezes in place and gradually finds it
tonal colouring. Lindberg has made use of similar distillations of motion on previous
occasions, for instance in SCULPTURE Il and KRAFT but rather than a single
sound, we arrive at a sonorous harmonic state.

Alter this climax, we move into the second phase of the finale in which the p1ano
paints a new pointillist landscape at the same time as the orchestra piles up aggressive
columns of chords. Gradually the two musical elements, see-sawing between
opposites, arrive at a balance and the music returns to the sensitive world of the
opening to the first movement, The piano has scraped off all the extra material that
has clung onto its surface during it headlong flight through the various episodes of
the work.

Risto Nieminen

© Copyright the author, printed by permission



Magnus Lindberg
PIANO CONCERTO
has been recorded on CD
by Magnus Lindberg, piano
and the Finnish Radio Symphony Orchestra
conducted by Esa-Pekka Salonen
on the label ONDINE
(ODE 1017-2)

This CD also contains KRAFT by Magnus Lindberg
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